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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PROVIDED DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN ON AUGUST 14: 

Q: CAN YOU BRING US UP TO DATE ON THE SEIZURE OF 

U.S. FISHING VESSELS BY THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT THIS 

WEEKEND? 

A: PATROL BOATS OF THE BAHAMIAN DEFENSE FORCE 
SEIZED 10 MIAMI-BASED VESSELS FRIDAY MORNING FOR 
ALLEGEDLY FISHING IN BAHAMIAN WATERS OFF BIMINI. 

9 OF THE VESSELS WERE COMMERCIAL FISHING BOATS AND THE 
10TH WAS A PRIVATE PLEASURE CRAFT. THE SEIZED VESSELS 
WERE ESCORTED TO NASSAU BY 3 DEFENSE FORCE PATROL BOATS 
WHERE THEY ARRIVED SATURDAY MORNING. THE DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF MISSION AND 2 CONSULAR OFFICERS FROM OUR EMBASSY 
IN NASSAU WERE PRESENT WHEN THE VESSELS ARRIVED AND HAVE 
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INTERVIEWED THE CREWMEN. THE CREWMEN ARE SCHEDULED TO 
BE ARRAIGNED IN NASSAU TODAY. A TOTAL OF 30 PERSONS 
WERE DETAINED. 7 OF WHOM ARE U.S. CITIZENS. 

THE 14 YEAR OLD BOY WHO WAS WOUNDED IN THE COURSE OF 
THE SEIZURE IS BEING TREATED AT THE PRINCESS MARGARET 
HOSPITAL IN NASSAU. HIS CONDITION IS STABLE BUT 
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SERIOUS AND HE REMAINS IN A COMA. AS OF YET WE DO NOT 
KNOW THE DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT WHICH LED TO THE BOY'S 
WOUNDING BY GUN FIRE. 

A LIST OF THE VESSELS SEIZED HAS BEEN POSTED. 

Q: WILL THE WOUNDED BOY BE BROUGHT TO MIAMI FOR 
MEDICAL TREATMENT? 

A: A DECISION ON THAT QUESTION WOULD INVOLVE A MEDICAL 
DETERMINATION WHICH HAS AS YET NOT BEEN MADE. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE THE NAMES OF THE CREWMEN WHO WERE 
ARRESTED? 

A: NAMES OF THE CREWMEN ARE BEING WITHHELD PRIOR TO 
NOTIFICATION OF NEXT OF KIN. 

Q: IS THE U.S. NEGOTIATING WITH THE BAHAMAS ON 
FISHERIES? 

A: IN THE SUMMER OF 1975, AFTER THE BAHAMIAN GOVERNMENT 
DECLARED JURISDICTION OVER THE SPINY LOBSTER ON ITS 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, THE U.S. ATTEMPTED TO NEGOTIATE AN 
AGREEMENT TO PERMIT CONTINUED FISHING OFF THE BAHAMAS 
BY U.S. FLAG VESSELS. NEGOTIATIONS WERE TERMINATED IN 
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AUGUST WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR THAT A FISHERIES AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES WAS NOT POSSIBLE. 

Q: WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR RE-OPENING THE FISHERIES 
NEGOTIATIONS? 

A: THE FISHERIES PROBLEM WITH THE BAHAMAS HAS BEEN 
COMPLICATED BY THE UNSETTLED NATURE OF THE U.S. /BAHAMIAN 
MARITIME BOUNDARY, AN ISSUE WHICH HAS ARISEN AS A RESULT 
OF CLAIMS OF JURISDICTION BY BOTH COUNTRIES OVER 
FISHERIES OUT TO 200 MILES. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY 
SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS ON FISHERIES CAN TAKE PLACE UNTIL 
THE MARITIME BOUNDARY ISSUE IS SETTLED. 

Q: ARE WE NEGOTIATING MARITIME BOUNDARIES WITH THE 
BAHAMAS? 

A: (TAKE THE QUESTION.) VANCE 
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